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Foxes and Badgers in Tales

 The use of foxes in tales serves a unique purpose. In the tale Enough Is Enough, foxes are used to educate the audience. This tale specifically educates us about the power of action. When an action against a vice is taken, the doer often changes to avoid punishment or death. Initially, Yasumichi did nothing about the foxes that were mischievous (194). And due to lack of action, the foxes increased their degree of mischief. However, when he decided to kill all of them as thy had become so troublesome an old man talked to Yasumichi and apologized on behalf of the foxes and henceforth, the foxes changed. 
Badgers serve a unique purpose in tales. They are used to show power and how people adore the powerful. In the tale Not Exactly The Land Of Bliss, Hermit devotes his time to call Amida. After calling Amida for countless times, Amida finally appears and promises to take Hermit to his western paradise (262). Upon hearing this, Hermit increases his devotion towards Amida and finally, he is taken as promised. Had Hermit not persistently called Amida, he maybe would not have seen him. Thus, if not for praising and worshipping the powerful, they can hardly come to an individual’s aid. 
There is a hierarchy between foxes and badgers. While in reality badgers are more powerful than foxes, the same is visualized in tales. In comparison of the fox in the tale Enough Is Enough, and the badger in the tale Not Exactly The Land Of Bliss, badgers are more powerful than foxes. The fox in Enough Is Enough lowers it pride and asks for forgiveness when Yasumichi wants to kill all the foxes (194). On the contrary, the badger in Not Exactly The Land Of Bliss is begged and continually praised before it appears to man (262). Thus, badgers are more powerful as people beg them while foxes beg people as demonstrated in the two tales. 
